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Bharatatma Ashokji Singhal

The work of Ashok Singhal for the furtherance of Hinduism is well known. What is less known is his own
knowledge of the Vedas and his work towards propagation of the Vedas and of Vedic education.

While working as a Pracharak for the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh in Kanpur, Ashokji was inspired to
study the Vedas by his Gurudev, whose knowledge of the Vedas and Shastras was second to none.

Caught between his duties for the RSS and the call of the Vedas, he sought guidance from the then
Sarsanghchalak, Guruji MS Golwalkarji on how to resolve this dilemma. When Guruji Golwalkar permitted
him to follow his quest for Vedic knowledge, his Gurudev advised him that his quest for knowledge and
the noble work of the RSS could be done together. This started his long journey in the service of
Hinduism including the setting up of The Vishva Hindu Parishad within the RSS fold.

Ashokji firmly believed that only through the protection and propagation of the Vedas could Indian
culture survive. Through his work Ashokji organised three Vishva Ved Sammelans the first one being in
1992. These sammelans, unique gatherings of the world's top Vedic scholars, served to bring together
hundreds of Vedic scholars and bring forth the contribution that the Vedas make to Hindu life and
culture. Under his leadership, a number of Veda schools were started by the VHP and these schools are
still in operation. A part of Ashokji's ancestral home in Prayag was given up for one such school.
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Excellence by a student

This award will be given to a student who has demonstrated excellence in his study of the Vedas.
The award comprises a certificate, medal and a cash sum of ¥ 3,00,000.

To qualify for this award you must meet all of the following:
- Be a full time student, in the Vedic tradition, of a qualifying Veda pathshala or individual guru at present.
« Have a clear and traceable record of study of the Vedas from moolant to your current levels of Vedic qualification.
« Have passed the following minimum qualifications of Level - 1 (see table).
- If you have qualifications up to Level - 2, you must be less than 20 years of age as on 1" August 2019. This age limit can be extended up to 25 years
for Vedic education beyond Level - 2.
- Have not won the Bharatatma Excellent Student Award before.

Qualifying students will be evaluated for excellence in Vedic study on the following basis:
« Excellence in study as evidenced by the academic achievements at various levels of Vedic education.
« Continuity in Vedic education.
« Fluency in the traditional recitation of the studied Veda.
« Conduct of life as per traditional Vedic practices.
« Study of Vedas other than Swashakha or other Vedic texts.

When applying for the award, please make sure that you provide all the documentary evidence needed to establish that you meet the qualifying criteria.

The Ideal Veda Teacher

This award is given to a teacher of the Vedas who has demonstrated dedication and commitment to the teaching of the Vedas.
The award comprises a certificate, medal and a cash sum of ¥ 5,00,000.

To qualify for this award you must meet all of the following:
- Currently be a teacher in a qualifying Veda school or be a kumaradhyapaka / single teacher and maintain your own gurukula
- Be dedicated solely to the teaching and propagation of the Vedas
« Have passed the minimum qualifications of Level - 2 (see Table)
« Have been in continuous and full-time teaching of the Vedas for at least ten years.
- If teaching in a qualifying school, must have at least five students; if in a single teacher gurukula / kumaradhyapaka have at least three students.
« Not have won the Bharatatma Ideal Teacher Award in the past

Qualifying teachers will be evaluated on the excellence of their own education and of their students on following basis:
« Academic qualifications and excellence beyond Level - 2 such as qualifications in Shadanga, Bhashya, Lakshana etc. in Swashakha, or study other
shakhas or rare Vedic knowledge.
« Academic excellence achieved by your past and present students.
« Excellence of students that have continued Vedic study beyond basic qualifications.
« Number of students motivated to take up full time teaching.
« Conduct of your life as per Vedic practices.

When applying for the award, please make sure that you provide all the documentary evidence needed to establish that you meet the qualifying criteria.

The Best Veda School

This award is given to a school of the Vedas that has contributed most for learning of the Vedas.
The award comprises a certificate, and a cash sum of ¥ 7,00,000.

To qualify for this award a school must fulfil all of the following criteria:
« Schools funded by central or state governments or charitable trusts or temple trusts or gurukulas personally funded by a single teacher.
- Be dedicated to the teaching of the Vedas in the shruti tradition.
« Are and have been in continuous operation for a period of at least 20 years.
- Ifin a school funded by government or trusts, must have at least one teacher and five students; if in a single teacher gurukula / kumaradhyapak
have at least three students.
« Not have won the Bharatatma Teachers Award in the past ten years.

Qualifying schools will be evaluated on the following basis:
« Academic excellence achieved by students of the school.
« Qualifications and experience of Veda teachers in the school.
» Depth of Vedic education (moolant to lakshan / bhashya etc.) imparted.
« Number and quality of teachers produced by the school.
«  Width (more than one Veda) and depth (advanced or rare Vedic texts) of study imparted.

When applying for the award, please make sure that you provide all the documentary evidence needed to establish that you meet the qualifying criteria.

Last date for receipt of applications: 15" Jun 2019
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How to apply

The last date for receipt of applications at the offices
of Singhal Foundation is 15" Jun 2019. Applications
received after this date will not be considered for the
2019 award.

Application forms for each of the three categories can
be downloaded from our website
www.bharatatmapursakr.org. They can also be
obtained by sending SMS with your full address to +91
73576 58777 and forms will be sent by post.

Please make sure that you provide all the documentary
evidence / certificates / mark sheets etc. needed to
establish that you meet the qualifying criteria.

You may fill he application form either by hand or
using MS Word®. If you are submitting your application
electronically, please only submit .pdf files and not
.doc or .docx.

Completed application forms should be sent

- By post or courier to Singhal Foundation, C/o Secure
Meters Ltd, Pratapnagar Industrial Area, Udaipur
313003;

-You can also scan all the documents (.pdf files) and send
anemailto applications@bharatatmapuraskar.org or
Watsapp on +9173576 58777.

The selection process

Singhal Foundation runs a high quality and impartial
process for the selection of the winners in each
category. The decision of the winners will be made in
two stages. At the first stage a committee of Vedic
experts will review all application forms received (on
an anonymous basis for teachers and students) to
produce a short list of possible winning candidates.
This short listing will based on the information
provided the applicants on the application forms.
Therefore, filling out the application forms completely
and correctly is critical. The shortlist of candidates will
then be considered by a Jury comprising eminent
experts in all the Vedas. The Jury will visit the short-
listed schools and meet the short-listed teachers and
candidates before making their final decision on the
winners.

Recommendation

The Singhal Foundation is aware that many Veda-
teachers are devoted to the Vedas to understand Veda-
teaching as their religion and they do not want to
apply their applications for any award etc. We also
want to connect such full-time dedicated teachers to
the process of Bharatatma award. It has also been
proposed to recommend suitable names for the ideal
Veda-teacher's category from this third series (20¢8) of
the Bharatatma award. Any Vedic scholar or student
can send his Veda-teacher's name and contact
information to Singhal Foundation on the basis of the
norms and personal knowledge for the Veda-teacher's
category, from 15 March to 24 May 2019 on email or
SMS. We will contact the recommended Veda-teacher
and try to get their application.
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Singhal Foundation

Singhal Foundation (a registered Trust) was established by the three sons of Late Shri PP Singhal to continue the charitable works initiated by him
during his lifetime. Singhal Foundation has been promoting good and deserving causes by funding needy students, schools, sports & sports
persons, schools for the physically challenged and a variety of other social and developmental causes.

Sh Ashokji Singhal was the younger brother of Sh PP Singhal and he inspired the entire Singhal family towards Ved seva. Ashokji was an ardent
supporter of Vedic studies. He wanted everyone to realise the power, the teachings, the wisdom and the benefits of the Vedas and the role they
can play in our every day lives.

Through the Singhal Foundation, we seek to continue our commitment to Ved seva. While there are a number of charities supporting Vedic
education and rewarding Veda scholars at regional or local levels, there is no award at the national level. Therefore the Singhal Foundation
decided to institute the annual “Bharatatma Ashokji Singhal Vedic Awards” as the first National Level Awards in Vedic education. These awards
would, both, showcase excellence in Vedic education at a National Level and of perpetuate the name of Shri Ashokji Singhal.

The Foundation will annually give three awards as under:

« The best Vedic School;

+ The ideal Vedic Teacher; and

+ Excellent Veda Student

We hope that these awards will encourage more and more schools, teachers and students to take up the study of the Vedas and propagate them
for the good of society.

Singhal Foundation

c/o Secure Meters Ltd, Pratapnagar Industrial Area, Udaipur 313003 | T: +91 294 3062120 | E: info@singhalfoundation-udaipur.org
www.bharatatmapuraskar.org



